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David  progresses toward his English PhD at Penn in Philly, spending 

most of his time reading, researching and writing his doctoral 
dissertation. As a Graduate Advisor, he organizes activities and selects 
everyone who wants to live in the Arts House. Just prior to Thanksgiving, 
he spent a week in Hawaii; two days at an English conference and the 
rest as a tourist funded mostly by school and scholarship monies. He was 
in a dance group and also on a swim team. He will spend New Year’s 
2011 in Venice experiencing real Italian opera & more. 

John Jr. now has an assistant as he 

administers the growing School of Performing Arts at 
his Cookeville, TN church, where he is Dir of 
Instrumental Music. He is also a School Board 
member for a Christian academy. He leads music for 
some worship services and is arranging more of their 

orchestra’s music. Son Nathaniel Robert is walking 

and exploring, and will become a big brother in Spring 
2011. We continue to discover how multi-talented 

Laurie is. In addition to scratch baking, she created Nate’s winter coat and 

helps John with remodeling, electrical and plumbing projects. 

Joan  continues with church choir, Sunday School, Praise Team, Univ Wind 

Ens, Catholic Elem and M/S, Ft Wayne Phil Chorus and QDP. She and John 
visited Dave while at a fundraising conference in Philly and attended a church 
music conference in Pigeon Forge, TN. She also spends more time helping her 
mother. Lila fell down some stairs on Thanksgiving Day (see who came to our 
house at dinnertime) but is recovering well.  

John still teaches Clarinet/Sax at Htgn Univ, plays in HU’s 

Wind Ens and Orch, maintains a small lesson studio and 
continues as a part-time high school Band Director; with 
marching, concert, jazz and basketball bands. The Band will 
spend Thanksgiving 2011 at Disney and will march down 
Main Street USA. Teens are fantastic and John loves, admires 
and respects his bandsters. Part-time-ness is a struggle, tho, 
so he must more aggressively search for alternatives.   

QDP is slow but still there. It may be time to rekindle 
rather than just maintain that business. Grandparenthood is 
good, except the distance. We paid off our mortgage; no 
more house or car payments.  And we’ve lost a combined 70 

pounds since July. Join us on Facebook. God is good! 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=13504432&id=885840351

